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The exceptional diversity and the high quality of work produced by artists and 
craftsmen of Ohio's Western Reserve are perhaps nowhere better displayed than in 
The Cleveland Museum of Art's annual juried May Show, scheduled this year somewhat 
later than usual— from Wednesday, June 12, through Sunday, July 21, 1985. Slightly 
larger than last year's show, the 1985 May Show contains 242 works by 206 artists; 
they were selected from 2,693 entries submitted by 1,468 artists. Seven artists 
won awards; works by twenty-five others were cited by jurors for special mention. 

The $1000 award for painting went to Medina artist Jim Rottmayer for two 
large, untitled, realistic oil paintings, each depicting a man and woman in relaxed 
poses in what could be either a domestic or studio setting. In each scene they 
seem self-absorbed and distant from one another, suggesting the isolation of 
modern life. Jurors commended the quiet, poetic atmosphere of the works and the 
artist's skillful draftsmanship and handling of color and paint. Mr. Rottmayer, 
who is exhibiting in the May Show for the first time, has studied with several 
distinquished painters and at the Art Students League in New York. 

James Lucas, professor of art at Youngstown State University, won the $1000 
sculpture award for two strong entries — compact assemblages of painted canvas, 
foam, and wooden forms contained within rectangular boxes, aptly titled No Exit 
and True Compression . Mr. Lucas began his career as a painter, exhibiting works 
in a number of May Shows during the 1960s, then gradually moved toward sculpture. 
Last year, after an absence of more than a decade, he exhibited a sculpture in 
the May Show. 
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For the ninth consecutive year, the $1000 award for graphics was split 
between two artists, Marilyn C. Szalay of Rocky River received $500 for Kids op, 
the Block , a bold and accomplished charcoal drawing of youngsters viewed from an 
unusual angle suggesting candid photography. Ms. Szalay, who holds B.A. and 
M.F.A. degrees from Kent State University, teaches drawing at Cuyahoga Community 
College. She has never before exhibited in the May Show. 

The two award-winning photographs submitted by Kent Bowser of Columbus, who 
won the other half of the graphics prize, also employ unusual perspective. His wide 
angle photographs of an apple tree reveal, on close inspection, a rich pattern of 
textures, light, and shade. Mr. Bowser, born in Cleveland, has a B.A. and M.A. 
in photography from Ohio State University and is currently visiting lecturer in 
photography at Denison University, Granville, Ohio. His photographs were exhibited 
in the 1980 and 1984 May Shows. 

Joseph P. Kraus of Akron, a first-time May Show entrant, received the $1000 
crafts award for a chair and table of highly original and sophisticated design. 

His black lacquered wood table, composed of interlocking spherical and geometric 
shapes, like a sculpture, presents different views from every angle. His square- 
bodied chair, of black lacquered wood and rose-beige fabric, is supported by thin 
tapering legs of white painted cast aluminum. X^en not making his own furniture, 

Mr. Kraus designs playgrounds and builds props for theater sets. 

The $500 ceramics award, established last year by Clevelander Robert Maun, 
was given to Sandra Amitay of Kent for two imaginative and sensitively crafted 
porcelain works, titled Ellipsis Suite #1 and Human heads and hands emerge 

from these intriguing container-like forms, whose titles suggest something unsaid, 
something left to the viewer’s imagination. Ms. Amitay, who is completing work 
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toward her master's degree in ceramics at Kent State University, also teaches 
drawing at the University of Akron. She exhibited in May Shows from 1977 to 1982. 

In the 1977 May Show, she received the $1000 crafts award for two stoneware pieces. 

This year the Horace E. Potter Memorial Award for Excellence in Craftsmanship 
went to fiber artist Janice Lessman-Moss of Ravenna for two colorful wall hangings 
of striking design and complex construction. Tying together sections of woven fabric 
with sections of fiber-wrapped rods and loose, cascading fibers, she achieves dramatic 
contrasts of pattern and texture. Janice Lessman-Moss obtained her M.F.A. from 
the University of Michigan and is now an instructor in fiber arts at the School of 
Art at Kent State University. She was represented in the 1982 and 1984 May Shows. 

Special mentions for painting went to: Richard Andres, Thomas E. Balbo, Carol 
Schoffmann Berezin, George Kozmon, Lisa Loderstedt, Barbara A. Melcher, Edwin 
Mieczkowski, Scott Miller, Rose Ann Maria Pappalardo, and Patricia Zinsmeister 
Parker. Marvin Smith and Reid Wood received special mentions for sculpture, and 
William DePalma, James Gianelos, and Stephen M. Tannock for photography. Special 
mentions for crafts were given to Deborah Banyas, Patrick Burke, Kathy Buszkiewicz, 

Margot Eiseman, Doug Gilliam, Sue Keebler, Jo Kirschenbaum, Rene Kunz, Luba Slodov, 
and Jan Sobota. 

Works in the May Show were selected by members of the Museum's professional 
staff and two outside jurors. Linda L. Cathcart, director of the Contemporary Arts 
Museum, Houston, served on the juries for painting, sculpture, graphics, and 
photography. Rose Slivka, editor-in-chief of Craft International magazine. New 
York, assisted in judging craft entries. Tom E. Hinson, the Cleveland Museum's 
curator of contemporary art, served as coordinator of the May Show. 
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In his introduction to the Museum’s May Bulletin » which serves as a catalogue 
to the May Show, Edward B. Henning, who leaves his post as the Museum’s chief curator 
of modern art this year, reminisces on his nearly fifty-year association with the 
May Show, first as entrant, then as juror, and describes some of the many changes 
that have occurred in the Show since its inception in 1919 • 

Commenting on the 1985 May Show, both Mr. Henning and Mr* Hinson agree that 
the painting this year is particularly impressive, reflecting, as usual, a wide 
variety of movements and trends, from the more traditional to the very latest styles 
of working. Crafts are also extremely diverse and very strong, particularly in the 
area of ceramics. 

The May Show can be viewed during regular Museum hours: Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm; Wednesday from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm; 

Saturday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; and Sunday from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. The Museum is 
closed on Mondays and on July 4. 

Gallery talks on the May Show will be given at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, June 12, 
and Sunday, June 16, and again on Wednesday, July 10, and Sunday, July 14, by John 
Moore, assistant curator in the Museum’s Department of Education. Mr. Moore will 
also give a talk for the hearing impaired on Tuesday, July 2, at 1:30 pm. A slide 
tape on the 1985 May Show will run continuously in the Museum’s audio-visual 
center while the exhibition is on view. 

The 1985 May Show is assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. 

# # # # 


For additional information, photographs, color slides, please contact the Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


